MDSC Legislative Advocacy Task Force Goals 2010 to 2011

The MDSC Legislative Advocacy Task Force works with the MDSC Executive Director,
management team, and the MDSC membership to advocate for legislation and policies that will
help the MDSC achieve its mission.

The goals for the 2010 to 2011 year are:

1.

The Task Force will review legislative bills and make a recommendation as to the bills
that are of the highest priority for the MDSC to advocate for. Working with the MDSC
Executive Director, the Task Force will make a recommendation of a priority bill and
support bills to include in the MDSC Legislative Platform. The Executive Director will
submit these recommendations to the MDSC Board of Directors for approval.

Once the Board of Directors has approved the Legislative Platform, the Task Force will
work closely with the Executive Director, management team and the MDSC membership
to advocate for these bills. Advocacy will include the following activities:

Develop relationships with key legislators that can champion the MDSC legislative
platform.

Informing the MDSC membership about the legislative priorities and how they can help
advocate for these bills through the use of our newsletter, list-serve, and e-newsletter.
Drafting sample letters and advocacy materials for the MDSC membership to use.
Developing testimony and participating in hearings to advocate on behalf of the MDSC's
Legislative Platform.

The Task Force will research and develop new tools and systems to build an
infrastructure for the MDSC and the Task Force's advocacy efforts. Some of the
suggested tools and systems to investigate include insta-trac and Cap wiz.

Recruit and train MDSC members in all regions of the Commonwealth to act as a liaison
in their local area for timely legislative needs.

Collaborate with other Advocacy groups (i.e. NDSS and the Arc of MA) to work together
on common legislative priorities and to participate in rallies, legislative receptions, and
advocacy days, that will advance the MDSC legislative priorities.

Increase the capacity of the Task Force through providing in-service training
opportunities on various legislative advocacy best practices.



