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ÂProgram Highlights 

ÂMembership Update 

ÂCapacity Building 

ÂFinancial Status 

ÂStrategic Direction 



 

 
 

Program 
Highlights 

 



Parentsô First Call 

 
ÂProvides information, 

support and guidance to 
new and expectant 
parents after their child is 
diagnosed with Down 
syndrome 

 

Â47 trained First Call 
parent volunteers 
provided support to 125 
new parents in 2010 



First Call Program 
Growth  



Parentsô First Call 
Community Outreach and 

Education  

 
Â Organized outreach to over 50 

maternity hospitals across 
Massachusetts 

 

Â Hosted conference for health 
care professionals in 
collaboration with Tufts 
Medical Center with over 75 
people attending 

 

Â Trained over 300 health care 
professionals through 
participation in Grand Rounds,  
and presentations to OB/GYN 
departments, genetic 
counselors and case 
managers at major hospitals 



Sources of New Family 
Referrals for 2010  

REFERRAL SOURCE # FAMILIES % FAMILIES 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 35 28% 

Direct Calls from Parents 29 23% 

Support Groups 19 15% 

Hospitals/Physicians 18 14% 

Early Intervention 8 6% 

MDSC Events 5 5% 

Diversity Outreach 5 5% 

Other Disability 

Organizations 

4 3% 

First Call Parent 

Connections 

2 1% 

Total Referrals 125 



              D.A.D.S. GROUP  

 

ÂJoined the MDSC as an 
affiliate in 2009 and has 
grown to serving more 
than 180 fathers of 
children with Down 
syndrome 

 

ÂDADS organizes monthly 
meetings, family outings, 
and fundraising events  

 

 

 

 



Advocates in Motion 
Program (AIM)  

 

Â Provides fun, inclusive, 

      interactive events each month for 

young people with Down 

syndrome (ages 13-22) 

 

Â Fosters social relationships 

among program participants while 

simultaneously providing exposure 

to some of the following: 

fitness/healthy lifestyles, 

community service experiences, 

job and career skill building, sports 

and the arts 



Advocates in Motion 
Program (AIM) cont.  

 
ÂMore than 80 young 

people and 20 parents 
participated in AIM 
activities during 2010  

  

ÂAIM self-advocates were 
ambassadors for MDSC 
throughout the year 

 

ÂNew self-advocate 
advisory council will 
guide the MDSC 

 

 

 



Legislative Advocacy  
 

 
Â MDSC Legislative Advocacy Task 

Force developed outreach 
campaign �± 
timetospeakout@mdsc.org  

 

Â MDSC advocated on both a local 
and national level for policies and 
legislation to improve the lives of 
people with Down syndrome 

 

Â MDSC was recognized for its 
advocacy work by the NDSS at 
the Buddy Walk on Washington in 
February of 2011 

 

Â Senator Scott Brown and Senator 
John Kerry have joined the MDSC  
Honorary Board to support our 
advocacy efforts 

 

 

 


